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lenn Murdock, Safety Director, Granger
Construction Company, Inc. of East
Syracuse has received the prestigious
2019 American Society of Safety Award (Central New
York Chapter) for his contributions, dedication, and
supportive efforts in promoting safety training, and on the
job safe working environments.
The American Society of Safety Professionals (ASSP),
founded in 1911, is a global association for occupational
safety and health professionals.
professional

organization

The ASSP is a

dedicated

to

preventing

workplace injuries, illnesses and fatalities. By providing
education, advocacy, and standards development in
support of their members.
Murdock has been around the construction industry
since he was 12 years old working with family members
on various projects around his hometown in the
Adirondacks.

As the years flew by working in the

trades, Murdock became a volunteer fireman and EMT.
It was through his volunteer efforts he developed a
passion for the safety and health of others. Putting the
two together he became an Occupational Health &
Safety Instructor and received his OSHA Certification
as an Instructor.
In 2015, Granger Construction hired Murdock to
become their fulltime Safety Director. Jumping in with
both feet and with the support of Les Granger, owner
and

founder

of

Granger

Construction,

Murdock

developed and implemented the programs necessary
to make sure all their project managers were properly
trained, and all job site inspections were conducted
regularly and properly to ensure a safe working
environment. And, he continues to do so.
During this time Granger Construction with the efforts
of Murdock have consistently reduced and maintained

their Experienced Modification Rate (EMR). EMR is a
number used by insurance companies to compare past
cost of injuries with future chances of risk. The lower the
EMR, the lower your worker compensation insurance
premiums.
Don Kowell, Vice President of Business Development
at Granger emphasized, “Glenn is probably the most
well-respected safety director in the area. He has
developed the right relationships, strong relationships to
get the job done.” Murdock continued the thought, “It’s
like a dance between productivity and enforcement.
There’s a responsibility for everyone to keep up to date
with OSHA regulations, especially new regulations. And,
for a project manager to keep the job on schedule.” After
a slight pause, Murdock smiles and says, “I like to
consider myself a ‘supportive resource’.”
When asked why he does what he does… Murdock
says, “I came from the trenches and found my niche and
passion on the safety side of things. Safety is a part of
everything, and every project has its own special
challenges and unique approaches. I feel like I’m making
a difference.” Kowell added, “Everyone wants to go
home safe at the end of day.”

As a final thought, Murdock offers, “Training is essential

Dig Safely New York Inc., Headquarters,
East Syracuse, NY

for those in the field to one, recognize a safety hazard,
then two, have management support to speak up before
an accident occurs.

Safety compliance and worker

training is like water to a plant. Workers need to be
consistently trained, like a tree needs to be continuously
watered to grow and flourish.”
Granger Construction Company, Inc is a privately held
company, founded in 1992 by Les Granger and his wife,
Nancy. They are licensed in multiple states throughout
the northeast, mid-Atlantic and southeastern United
States. Services include, general contracting, design
build, construction management and pre-construction
As well as providing ongoing training for job site
performance, Murdock is beginning to focus on additional
training, such as; a defense driving course and ‘active
shooter’ training. “It’s the world we live in now. Roads are
becoming more crowded with many distractions. And
although, having to encounter an active shooter is
something we don’t want to deal with, it’s important
everyone knows what to do,” says Murdock.
Murdock is particularly proud of one of their most recent
projects; the new headquarters for Dig Safely New York,
located in East Syracuse.

Dig Safely New York,

according to their website, is the one-call center serving a
link

between

operators.
environment.

excavators

and

underground

utility

services.

Primary markets include; retail, hospitality,

healthcare, entertainment, office, grocery, student
housing,

restoration,

industrial

redevelopment,

preservation, and mixed-use projects.
For more information on the American Society of
Safety Professionals (ASSP) you may contact Glenn
Murdock

at

315-463-2700

or

GMurdock@GrangerCompanies.com.

by

email

at

Visit online at

www.assp.org.
For more information on Granger Construction you
may contact Don Kowell at 315-463-2700 or by email at
DKowell@GrangerCompanies.com.

Visit

online

at

www.GrangerCompanies.com.

Providing for an easier, safer digging
What made this project particularly

challenging was the unique design, the number of
different materials used in the construction, especially the
amount of glass installed, and having an indoor training
facility, complete with a backhoe.

Dig Safely New York, Inc., Indoor Training
Facility, East Syracuse, NY

On top of all his career achievements, Murdock has
many personal achievements to boast of as well as many
personal challenges he has overcome. He is a kidney
cancer survivor and has recuperated fully from open heart
surgery. However, his most celebrated success he says is
his 35 years of marriage to his wife, Brenda, a nurse at
Crouse Health. The two of them are also very active in
rescuing dogs, they are currently on their fifth rescue,
Cassie, a hound mix.
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